by Branko Ajzele at http://ActiveCodeline.com
ecommerce developer
working for Inchoo.net and Surgeworks.com

Magento product view page analysis

One of the most edited file in Magento is the template file View.phtml file. Reason for this is that a
lot of clients would like to rearrange it differently on their online stores. Here is the analysis of that
file and the list of all the methods it uses.

lib/Varien/Object.php

class Varien_Object

app/code/core/Mage/Core/Block/Abstract.phtml
abstract class Mage Core Block Abstract extends Varien Object

app/code/core/Mage/Core/Block/Template.phtml
class Mage Core Block Template extends Mage Core Block Abstract

app/code/core/Mage/Catalog/Block/Product/ Abstract.phtml
abstract class Mage Catalog Block Product Abstract extends Mage Core Block Template

app/code/core/Mage/Catalog/Block/Product/ View.phtml
class Mage Catalog Block Product View extends
Mage Catalog Block Product Abstract

app/code/core/Mage/Catalog/Block/Product/ View.phtml
correlates to
app/design/frontend/default/default/template/catalog/product/ View.phtml

Could be useful stuff

* Zend_Debug::dump($this);

* Zend Debug::dump(Sthis->getRequest());

*  S$this->getRequest() returns object of type Mage Core_Controller Request Http (open )

* Using Zend_Debug::dump(Sthis->getRequest()); you get to see the available data you can
extract like echo $this->getRequest()->getParam('id');

* In some other page than View.phtml you can use Mage::getModel('catalog/product'); to
create instance of a product

* To get the product data (object) on page other than View.phtml you need to load the product
data into the empty instance you can use $p = Mage::getModel('catalog/product')-
>load('some_product _id');

* Ifyou are trying to load a product data on a page different than View.phtml you might ask
yourself what the product id is. Try using Zend_Debug::dump($this->getRequest()); to to
find some data that will enable you to retrieve the product id if it already does not contain
product id
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Elﬁ, Mage_Core_Block_Template::Mage_Core_Block_Abstract
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EI& Mage_Catalog_Block Product_abstrack::Mage_Core_Elock_Template
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